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Oakland rec centers get technology upgrade

By Kelly Rayburn
Oakland Tribune

Posted: 07/14/2009 05:59:10 PM PDT
Updated: 07/15/2009 07:02:51 AM PDT

OAKLAND — Recreation centers throughout Oakland will come equipped with new computer labs and high-speed Internet
connections, the result of a partnership between computer-refurbishing organization Oakland Technology Exchange-West
and the city's Parks and Recreation department.

Bruce Buckelew, director of Oakland Technology Exchange-West, or OTX-West, joined Mayor Ron Dellums Tuesday at
deFremery Park Recreation Center in West Oakland to highlight the effort, as children worked in a 10-computer lab inside.

"Our dedication is to end the digital divide in Oakland," said Buckelew, who founded OTX-West 15 years ago and said the
group has refurbished more than 30,000 computers for Oakland families, schools and nonprofit groups since the founding.

In all, more than 200 computers donated by the Port of Oakland have been installed in 20 recreation centers across
Oakland, after OTX-West refurbished them, Buckelew said. When the project is finished, every Oakland recreation center
will have computers with Internet connections, officials said.

And these aren't low-quality machines: Buckelew said they're Pentium 4 Dell computers, with Windows XP Pro and Google
Earth, among other applications.

"I'm working on a PowerPoint about skateboarding," said Melaak Feleke, 10, a student at KIPP Bridge Charter School, who
was at the deFremery Park center Tuesday. "I've been working on it for three or four days now," he added, showing off the

pictures of Tony Hawk he'd included in the presentation.

Dellums said the idea to place Internet in rec centers
came out of one of the education task forces organized
after he was elected mayor. Buckelew was among those
who participated on the task force.

"People did come up with great ideas, and one of them
was Internet access and computer capability and bringing
equity across this entire community," Dellums said. "That
was one of their recommendations, and here we are
implementing it."

It won't cost the city much. The effort got moving when
Buckelew met with Mark Oliver Hall of the city's Parks
and Recreation department.

Hall said the city had about $70,000 available for
computers from an old state grant. Buckelew said that
money would be enough to refurbish computers for the
rec centers.

The port donated hundreds of surplus computers, rather
than selling them off or discarding them. And HandsOn

Bay Area arranged for volunteers from Google, Kaiser, Gap and other corporate groups to help upgrade the computer
labs.

"It's a completely different world," Hall said. "A lot of the centers didn't have computer labs, and the ones that did have labs
— after a while, (the computers) were just going so slow people didn't even want to use them."

Reach Kelly Rayburn at 510-208-6435.
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